APPENDIX.                                        295                      !'
October 1st.    The reports brought by those who came on the boat                       |
place everything in a bright light regarding our new quarters at                      j'l
Lincoln.                                                                                                                        L
I think we will have a charming garrison this winter.   I wish we                      |'i
had some one competent to give us lessons in private theatricals.   I                      j'
learn by the "boat that Department Head-quarters have telegraphed                      I'''
to Lincoln that it is possible I may wish to take a long leave.   They                      j
almost take it for granted I will go, but I shall not.   Do you remem-                      i,
ber, on my return from the "Washita campaign, I was offered a leave in a similar manner ? I have no desire to be absent from my post now. ...                                                                                                                    I
I have enjoyed a few very great luxuries to-day.   At dinner, on                      j!,'
the Josephine, for the first time this season (September 10th) I tasted                      4
new potatoes and cucumbers; but these were not the greatest. "What do you imagine was a greater luxury ? BAW ONIONS ! !! !*                      ',
Even at this great distance I almost tremble when I inform you that I not only had onions for dinner, but the captain of the boat                      i;
gave me a whole bushel of fine large ones.   I supped on RAW                      ,V
ONIONS; I will probably breakfast, lunch, and dine on them to-                      ]
morrow, and the next day, and the day after ad libitum ad infinilum,                      if
until—not time, "but onions—shall be no more.   As one by one I dis-                      \\
pose of each goodly-sized fragment of a huge onion, I remark, sotto wee,' * Go it, old fellow! Make the most of your liberties! You are on the home-stretch now, and school soon commences;" in other words," If you intend to eat raw onions, now is your only time, for 'missus is cominV "
I would be glad to have every one of the officers now with me stationed at my post. My relations with them, personal and official, are extremely agreeable. They are all counting on going to Lincoln, but I know some of them will have to be disappointed. . . .
The steamer Josephine will probably leave for Lincoln to-rnorrow or next day, and should reach there in four or five days, so that you should receive this letter in about one week. . . . The steamer brought me two splendid letters from you, one dated the 18th, another the 25th of August. I received them on the 9th, which is pretty quick, considering. . , .
* I have copied the -words as he printed tbem.